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Analysis on the Wisdom of Water Practice Involved in
Regional Human Settlement in the Pre-Qin Period

from Cultural Ecology Perspective

LI Yicheng'?, CHENG Yuning®, ZHU Sainan'. GENG Huazheng'

1. School of Horticulture and Landscape s Southwest University , Chongqing 400715, China ;
2. School of Architecture  Southeast University s Nanjing 210096 , China

Abstract: The methods of exegetical studies and historical geographical graphic analysis were used to ex-
plore the developmental change of water practice involved in regional human settlement in the pre-Qin pe-

riod from the aspects of water control, water adaptation and water utilization. In the process of water con-
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servancy construction, ancient people established the concept of human settlement of "turns the land to the
habitable environment" and the management mode that included land demarcation, regional tribute and e-
conomic zoning. City morphology and water engineering technologies adapted to the regional hydrological
environment had been formed. The establishment of water system contributed to political unification, cul-
ture exchange and trading among multi-regions. In addition, early royal gardens were built beside the
lakes and wetlands. The early water practice experience involved in regional human settlement suggests
that the improvement of modern residential water environment and the construction of water-green infra-
structure and the construction of water-related cultural landscape system need to pay attention to multiple
level spatial coordination, especially to the regional scale level. Through sorting out the historical vein and
summarizing the wisdom of water practice involved in regional human settlement can provide more ideas
for the construction of the contemporary regional water culture landscape system, and reflect the theoreti-
cal value of landscape architecture history research in practice.

Key words: human settlement wisdom; regional landscape; water adaptability; pre-Qin period; cultural e-

cology
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