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Abstract: As China enters a new stage of comprehensive promotion of rural revitalization, in-depth re-
search on the interaction between residents’ role identity and sustainable livelihoods in the development of
rural tourism destinations is of great significance for residents’ further participation in rural tourism and re-
alization of rural revitalization. Based on the theory of role identity and the sustainable livelihoods, this
study constructed the structure model of rural tourism driven by residents role identity and sustainable
livelihoods interaction, and then conducted a comparative analysis of two rural tourism destinations,
Yuanjia Village and Maweiyi, through questionnaire surveys and semi-structured interviews. The interac-
tion between residents’ role identity and sustainable livelihoods under different tourism development modes
was investigated and the mechanism of which in the process of rural revitalization was further discussed in
the study. The results indicated that; O Role identity and sustainable livelihoods of rural tourism resi-
dents was a multidimensional cross-interaction process established on the three dimensions of role identity
(role cognition, role of emotion, role behavior) and three dimensions of sustainable livelihoods (livelihood
capital, livelihood strategy, livelihood results). Role identity for sustainable livelihoods have the effect of
enhancing, enriching and improving sustainable livelihoods and sustainable livelihoods have the effect of a-
wakening, stimulating and adjusting role identity. @ The interaction between residents’ role identity and
sustainable livelihoods in Yuanjia Village is an “active companionship model”, and that of Maweiyi’s is a
“passive companionship model”. Due to the two subjects and development mode in the development, the
former interaction is more remarkable and positive. @ By reconstructing role identity and optimizing sus-
tainable livelihood, rural tourism can promote the interaction between residents’ role identity and sustain-
able livelihoods and form a synergy to drive the overall rural revitalization.
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