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Abstract: Rural entrepreneurship is an important starting point for realizing the revitalization of rural in-

dustries and promoting the high-quality development of the rural economy. Using the micro-survey data of

465 rural entrepreneurs in four southwestern provinces, this paper analyzes the impact of entrepreneurial

experience and institutional environment on rural entrepreneurial performance, as well as the moderating

effect of the institutional environment. The study found that both entrepreneurial experience and institu-

tional environment contribute to the improvement of rural entrepreneurial performance, and the conclusion

still holds after endogenous treatment. Further heterogeneity analysis found that entrepreneurial experi-
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ence, cognitive institutional environment and normative institutional environment are more conducive to
the performance improvement of agriculture, forestry, animal husbandry and sideline fishery, and produc-
tion and processing manufacturing, while the regulatory institutional environment only affects production
and processing manufacturing, and catering and tourism services. The performance improvement of the in-
dustry has a significant impact. In addition, entrepreneurial experience also shows the characteristics of
“benefiting farmers”, and the effect of improving the entrepreneurial performance of farmers is higher than
that of non-agricultural households, while the institutional environment shows the characteristics of “non-
farm elite tilt”, which has a performance improvement effect on the entrepreneurial groups of non-agricul-
tural households higher than that of farmers. The moderating effect analysis shows that the normative in-
stitutional environment plays a positive moderating role in the impact of entrepreneurial experience on ru-
ral entrepreneurial performance, and can strengthen the performance-enhancing effect of entrepreneurial
experience. In view of this, the inspiration of this paper is that rural entrepreneurs should pay attention to
choosing entrepreneurial partners or managers with entrepreneurial experience, and the government should
increase policy support for rural entrepreneurship and create a good entrepreneurial atmosphere and envi-
ronment.
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