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Abstract: Clustered regularly interspaced short palindromic repeats/ CRISPR-associated protein 9 (CRISPR/Cas9)-
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induced genomic engineering has shown unprecedented perspectives for basic plant research and crop genet-
ic improvements. However, current plant genome editing methods are mostly based on Agrobacterium
transformation. This procedure involves transgenic intermediates that could raise regulatory concernsand
technical challenges when used with hard-to-transform plants. Here, we describe a simple transgene-free
plant editing method for tobacco using viral delivery of spliced Cas9/gRNA. To fit the delivery capacity of
the systemic infectious potato virus X vector, we split the Staphylococcus aureus Cas9 into three parts by
combining two split-inteins. We showed that trans-splicing two inteins reconstitutes the full Cas9 protein
in cultured cells and plant leaves. The direct injection of three split-Cas9 vectors and a gRNA vector into
leaves could induce targeted genomic modifications with high efficiency. Our method revealed that Cas9
could be trans-spliced into three separate parts. This new simple transgene-free plant editing method may
be applicable to various other plant species.
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Cas9 Iy 38 3% J7 15 32 B BT A5 50 19 3545 5 Ak CHG AN R FF 1D B0 A0 I8 DNA R B fili A S0 5E b7 1 38 19 Bk B 41
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L. 7E 37 C AT, A Dulbecco Bt R % Eagle [RKFFR 3. 29 5% CO, F1 10 %6 B JG 4R L% (5 4% » Invitro-
gen) BE SR AN, A AR B ARG R B 4T AL K &0t FEMEAY 4 F 30 T DR G .
1.2 HEHE

FIAL )74 W EFla B3 TJ5 . R Neo 1, Sal 1 H1 Xho 1 REYIES R )7 86 EFla J3 3 74 A %
PUC-V4-N-SaCas9 #fk I, DIEB & A SVA0 &1k F 1) EFla-VA-N #4K. 7€ & Widm A W R A ml ik &
M gRNA-TAS H1 12 & KA S 19 2 SaCas9 (V1-N-SaCas9, V1-M-SaCas9, V1-C-SaCas9, V2-N-
SaCas9, V2-M-SaCas9, V2-C-SaCas9, V3-N-SaCas9, V3-M-SaCas9, V3-C-SaCas9, V4-N-SaCas9, V4-M-
SaCas9, V4-C-SaCas9), Ffilid Neo 1Ml Sal 1 ¥ Hifi AF| EFla-V4-N #ik, LItH EFla-V1/V2/V3/
V4-N/M/C-SaCas9 #fk. KU Cla T Ml Sal T ¥ & KA T 09 2 SaCas9 3 B 3 5 2 8 X 20K
(PGR107) I, LLJE B PGR107-V4 4 4 4~ & 5 # K. PGR107-V4-N-SaCas9, PGR107-V4-M-SaCas9,
PGR107-V4-C-SaCas9 fll PGR107-gRNA-T4S,
1.3 HEERNRFHHUEMR R ZEHFERN

HET Huang 257 7R 10 77 B b 2R 48 K R G (SSA). 7E SSA . SR A 40 i 95 75 )7 30 7 3 3 o
FEM(LUCO Y RIKLT . IR MY o0 3 A4, 433l 4 LUC-A (317 bp) . LUC-B (871 bp) i
LUC-C (465 bp). HZ1EF(TGA) FI gRNA ¥EA S E T 2 A~ LUC-B Z [, I LUC 43 5% 2 43847
2 Cas9 fl gRNA fiITAF] SSA 1, gRNA 25| Cas9 £ DNA, MW XEEE T, 2 4 LUC-B nf %
T SSA T SE B PG H B, ] pRL-TK 2 AR K B 2GR B (RUCOPE X B K HEK293FT 4 i
EIEA R FREER 24 fLBP, A 300 ng N & KA 5 19 2 SaCas9 (EFla-Vx-N-SaCas9, EFla-Vx-M-
SaCas9 fl EFla-Vx-C- SaCas9), 300 ng i) EFla-gRNA, 150 ng i) SSA JFK Al 50 ng I B 4 't £ B ik,
FFHRR BT K 2000 K H LA Qe B A b, 48 h e, WoAR A M, 5 T #0E TR A OBLEE O 38l Ao i 28 49 ) 7
JEE B (LUC) AN B 5O E R (RUCO MG HE. BN ESR 3 K.
1.4 mEEL

HF Pandey %7 0y 7 L HEAT D VB R, AT R R MO WE AR L 086, B G LT AR % 4 Fh
ik (PGR107-V4-N-SaCas9, PGR107-V4-M-SaCas9, PGR107-V4-C-SaCas9 fl PGR107-gRNA-T4S) # 1k
FILRFFE GV3101 Bk, PRECHPE 5B 776 & A RIBE £ (50 mg/L) FIRIAEF- (25 mg/L) 0 B RE R 424
F SR 28 (CAZ K 16 hy Gl ik B0 1Y 7 OCRE AT B A . O R R Q9 W (2 10 mmol/L
MES, 10 mmol/L MgCl, 1 200 pmol/L Z Bt T &) H i, A EHMMEAOCHERE 1. 6~2.0 WHE KN ;
W A RARFFRIRIR 1 1 s 12 1 M ILBIEATIR G, IR B AE 25 "CRIFRAE PR E 4~6 h; 105 a8
S R IR A 1Y ER R TR I AR AT B 0 B R R e J2 Al 3R 1
1.5 DNA REAI R4

e AR KT TR TE ST BV Rt 5 15 dJE . ORI i it DR R i R, SR EasyPure Plant Genomic
DNA Kit 2 BUEEE0 5 /) DNA, JF LR, 53519847 PCR 973, R PEASY-T5 #F 17 TA 5
B, )i fEAR R IE 28 ) AT Sanger WP, #3750 001, LAFIE DNA 128 28 8 0R1 28 A8 30%

2 H#RE5HMH

2.1 HERNERHH SaCas9 RLGERIZIT

HE 55 7 2 A2 26 AR DNA B, SR DNA YR /INVRTER 1126 36 (0 R v 2 B Uk 56, SaCas9
FER R/ 3. 1 kb, FATTHE SaCas9 (9 i i 5 51 43 B 3 #8453 LAIE I 55 48 30 1 X 8K (PGR107) 1918 8 7E
1. WE KA SR AR AN AR D T A 2 K SaCas9 B . 3T SaCas9 2 Y Sl IR 2544
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YERET T AN PTRER AR DI BN NI AL T 4 A N3t B NV, N N NS, 4 A
ARTE K, FR o MPOTOT ) MR VP i M 3 A C s, RO COTIR L CROTIR I CTI L IR
PR E SaCas9 S N 3. M 3 Hl C %519 SaCas9. 28 & ik DnaB 5 DnaE 3% #2105 (& 1. 4 T
TR A SR 2 SaCas9 AT BEBR B A6 7. B SaCas9 BT T 4 FE R (V1. V2. V3 Rl V). VI %
F SaCas9'"**, SaCas9™ " Fil SaCas9""" " M N Cas9, AT 3 FhEl & L5 FR N V1-N-SaCas9, V1-M-
SaCas9 Fll V1-C-SaCas9; V2 KH SaCas9"™, SaCas9™"*” Fl SaCas9*" "’ fE J#f % Cas9. W ALAY 3 Fhfh &
ZEFIFR N V2-N-SaCas9, V2-M-SaCas9 Fl V2-C-SaCas9; V3 R SaCas9™, SaCas9™"*” F1 SaCas9®*'0%
FE o 4 2L Cas9, B 3 Fh il & 45 Bk 4 V3-N-SaCas9, V3-M-SaCas9 Fl V3-C-SaCas9; V4 % i
SaCas9'™, SaCas9™"**F SaCas9® " VE MM 2L Cas9, B M 3 FhEh & 45 BN V4-N-SaCas9, V4-M-
SaCas9 Fll V4-C-SaCas9.
N-SaCas9 M-SaCas9 C-SaCas9

v, [ 308aa [ 307aa [ R
v, [[355aa T aassa NP EE
v, [ 38%a [ 4i4aa  [PE

v, [ 430aa [ a06aa [TV

DnaB-C-intein

DnaE-N-intein

M-SaCas9

' ' Full-length SaCas9

DnaE intein  DnaB intein

DnaE-C-intéin

C-SaCas9
FE T4 2 P K R A Y JE T BN KA — 4B A B 43 BT FE 2 (N-intein Al C-intein) o I 5 SaCas9 #9 N 3, 1 8]
S, Coumtl i . BT A 16 M A & K SaCas9 M. % SaCas9 A 4 FE X . VI, V2. V3, V4. i KR SaCas9 9 N ¥ 5 51 .
0 R SaCas 1 P #5457 1.+ #6035 % SaCas9 19 C ¥ 9] 5 4k €35 5% 4 & Ik DnaB Ml DnaE (9 N 3 . 20 €25 5% 4 % ik DnaB
Hl DnaE 1 C 3.
E1 MEKNTSHHETE SaCas9 EHY
2.2 HNEMKNSHHH SaCas9 7€ SSA h B FHE
T R A P IR R A B SaCas9 J& B BAT TGP, FRATE & T BaE IR K RS (SSA) 9L K
FEH Ay 3 AN ER A, AR ALB R C XK 2). K2k 7R gRNA B0 58T 2 A B XS Z |, Qs ism
) Cas9 H HHATEME, Cas9 BEX gRNA EAL S VTHENIE BOBUEE Bk 1, T SSA B AL, YOURMEN B IX
BB B — e B R SO R MR P, PRI 2 O 2R A0 T PR RE AR DU B (& 200, FEE g, N
TR R SaCas9 19 4 FIE R (SaCas9-V1/V2/V3/ V) Fl gRNA FE 8 4 v 43 3l 9 20 2% B ok (&l 2b).
gRNA, EFla-N/M/C-SaCas9 Fl SSA #{& [ it 4% Y 2] HEK293F T Wi Ll P 4n i . 48 h 5 #ill 2¢ t K i
FOTEIE. 45 SR RUILE 4 FIE b, A 2 MIER (V3 M VO I LUC/RUC W 6 B & m T A (R A
SSA Fl pRL-TK #4) (K 20). &5 R EW T N F K DnaB fil DnakE fig &8 n F 2K Cas9 HAMIEA. V1
V2 RNEEfH 3 501 SaCas9 A BHE M4 K SaCas9 (5 K AT BEJE 4 306 5, 315 5, 85 613 S & HER 5%
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AT PR M. Hesh, SSA TEENR T A BE ALY Cas9 % PR B T LR G I9TE 1%, ST I,
F VA TR ST

stop

gRNA site

Truncated luciferase  [II0T T s B B C
V Cas9+gRNA
pss TR A TEWCEL C e

SSA el A == C ]

Qe A [(B ] C WE7N

Active luciferase

Light

(a) MHEIR KRG I

N-SaCas9: 0.6 * ¥
= 0.5
M-SaCas9: | Dnak-N-intein B 04
S 03

—. o
C-SaCas9: g 02
2 01
gRNA: 0
V1 cK V2 CK V3 CK V4 CK
(b) I E KA G B¢ SaCasO I gRNA 5L AR 1A ) et /s 2 [ (c) WA St 5% SaCas9 1y 4 FiE 30

a R B @R A, B, CORIRR PO KRG 3 #5>. b P A N-SaCas9, @1 M-SaCas9., + ¥ 4 C-SaCas9 735 %R SaCas9 )

N s, o4 A C i F 5 . IF B B EFla B3 F B 3 4619 DnaB-N-intein, DnaB-C-intein 43 5 3 75% I & Ik DnaB (#9 N 3% 1 C 3% 7

5 B (LA DnaE-N-intein, DnaE-C-intein 53] %78 & Ik DnaE 9 N 3l C 3 7 51 5 SV40 BL LT o FH CK RRX 4, V1, vz,

V3, V4 5l 2 i % SaCas9 19 4 FE .

2 % SaCas9 7 HEK293FT 40 i 2 th i 55 1 46
2.3 AERNSHER SaCas9 BB DR EBRES X BXEWEEFFHEE PDS EEF
N T DRI N KA S B R SaCas9 BT REAEAE Y T A I R R AL, M T V4 B A i
SaCas9 #] PGR107 2R, CP i gl 7421l 74 % SaCas9 (93835, gRNA H7E CP i gh ¥ h &k, Wi
tRNA R HE T 2 4 gRNA # 5 PDS 3K (K 3a). ¥ 4 &4 PGR107-V4-N-SaCas9. PGR107-V4-
M-SaCas9 » PGR107-V4-C-SaCas9 fl PGR107-gRNA-T4S JFU kL #9 4 ¥ 5 42 Je &b F 4~ 6 1301 i 40 5 -
i, 15 dJE . FEMEE N BT Afery R A K 3b) . MAEXT R4 CH AT PGR107 #fdk) b, WA A A
R R, S T BRI AR B 15 J2 h T AW 2 4 SR K B 8 SaCas9 SR A, WA 1 5 A RO
KA MM R, 4T DNA #280, PCR ¥4 . TA 5EFE M Sanger M ¥, 775050 M RWIAE 2 5 MM T 7E gRNA
BLa T A BB 0 N ISR R 4, FESR 4 S RIER 5 SR AR bl BT BB AN BR (&L 30>, DL B SRR
M TR RAE, PDS B AN 68 #8013 MCIE B0 A9 2 1, DT e A0 5 ot 738 Sy s T8 ol P R S 0
%4 SaCas9 512 PDS AR IR EAR . 78 1. 25% ~5.00% Z A1 (& 1), %45 Rl GE & K SaCas9 # 4
BT 3 ANERAR . WA D ER A E T 42K SaCas9 43 1.
F1 HEHEEMF BRI PDS RE

A F A G B A e e 1 %/ s B T 2 H RALR) Y
1 0/46 0. 00
2 1/80 1.25
3 0/28 0. 00
4 1/20 5. 00
5 1/39 2.56
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o5 T = T SIS
12K

N
PGR107/N-saCas9: —_p35s_ NI = |[] (“onas-n-intein | vce GO

12K 3 XFlag

PGR107/M-SaCaso: - p35s NI - ) DnaE-N-ntein P Nos B
12K
PGR107/C-SaCas9: — 5355 NI

8K m DnaE-C-intein Im cP Nos =

PGR107/PDS-gRNA:

(a) WL S 724 SaCas9FIgRNA Jifi Fif 2k AR 44 7 s 2 1]

gRNA1 PAM
CCAAATTGGACTTGTTTCTGCCGTTAATTTGAGAGTCCAAGGTAAT

WT:
NO. 2: CCAAATTGGACTTGTTTCTGCCGTTA;CTCGAGAGTCCAAGGTAAT =1 (*1)

gRNA2 PAM
WT: TGGTAGTAGCGACTCCATGGGGCATAAGTTAAGGATTCGTACTCCC

NO.4: TGGTAGTAGCGACTCCATGGG;CATAAGTTAAGGATTCGTACTCCC ~1 €%1)

gRNA2 PAM
WT: TGGTAGTAGCGACTCCATGGGGCATAAGTTAAGGATTCGTACTCCC

NO. 5: TGGTAGTAGCGACTC—ATGGGGCATAGGTTAAGGATTCGTACTCCC -1 (*1)

PR107-scaffoId » Split-SaCasQ-V4+RNA
(b) IR YA B (00 (c) MHFEM: Py PDSHER (R $EAL 15 5878

a [ PGR107 /R 44 B5 # 31k X; PGR107/N-SaCas9, PGR107/M-SaCas9, PGR107/C-SaCas9 /K SaCas9 g N ¥t .+ [8]F 43 Fn

C 3 97 51 43 i 3 3] PGR107 344 £ 5 DnaB-N-intein, DnaB-C-intein 43 51 %8 P& Ak DnaB f9 N 350 C 3£ 51 ; DnaE-N-intein. DnaE-

C-intein 4391 7% %5 Ik DnaE B9 N 3581 C 355551, b o PGR107-scaffold 7R i 5 & 4 Bk PGR107 KT G B F M A Split-SaCas9-

V4 +gRNA RIR T B AR A FURL Split-SaCas9-V4a+ gRNA KA G AR . o P A 20 6 50 28 38 7R B8R I B 5 20 €8 52 B 3RS i 4 3k

NO. # RRFILS Mtk

3 #i# SaCas9 TEMHE 3T PDS #H1T4HR4EE

3 HR5ITR

TEABF I, AT T & IR S 2 SaCas9 84K, R SSA R GE. 75— Fhwfi 2L 3 Wy 240 I & o
WESE T A RS T B SaCas9 W 1. SRABRIN R A ATk KB B X IR (PGR107) fig iz i
% SaCas9, SaCas9 HEEFTI I AY I R PRI . IF R S BLRL 1 S 0 A 00 1) D TR I

FIRT L 22 T e 1 A 7 A e ke DR ) ik DX 2] 0 R o LU R IO DR 2 3 7 06 7 AR BT RO AL . D
RIGAT B b 2 AL B R B (Cas9, Cpfl) Ml gRNA fEASNIEAT A%, 5 % Wil id R & W st SR TN A i
PR AE TP 25 P R AR A T Al e e R /N 2) S AR G R A R I R B R R
B DL PR AR5 RNA SIS RR N UIRE (RGEND AR L . REAS 34k 6 56 AR . (AN DNA R
SARAENE ERENA T, T 1A OESCRE L R A B AR, 22 B F — 2T i (U
TF VB P AR SRR A A0 R T R OKRE . BORFI/NE ) ht 1t 2 2500 A RNA 5 1B IR N
DVRE S A R DT v B B U TR G o L e e LB AR A B U2 Bk ik 7 ik A R ) i 9 R A S
il ph T 5 B A R 5 25U B, Marton S0 SR T TRV B 78 A B0 R 22 2 46 vh 363K T B4R R
BiE . JEARAT T AT LA AL 5 D) 26 B A AR

DR X R — R ARG T, R ARROE S 8018 BRI AL DNA b gesh, B ERE X fEZ AU
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ZURTE LA iRk, HAERGUIRGY . T LUZO 25 5 0 T 3 R D) REWF 50 DL I AR 5 IX |0 3R 0 B SR 7R AL
RIZAARDAEAE A AT, R DB X Rk SaCas9 1, AT FRAT 5 5 1 %
R A R AR R

A FER 5 KA T B 3R SaCas9 8 AR REM B g4 T PDS SN, SR 2% 28 48 14 20 4 2
RA AR . EER A A RESE SaCas9 YA T 3 A& >, i 3 ANE 7 H 2 A8 A B4 K SaCas9
A AERAR . RO 3 B /N Cas9 7 B 38 #0BE J1 SR Y 8 0, B0/F AR AR M i ¢ SaCas9 AR, MR Z R
GERY R BB BN B T, IR 2 FC AT RETE AR 5 DA Zh REATF 5 L iRy — A 17 5 EL A3 A% 14 ik PR 2 5 D k.
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