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Abstract: Various approaches and controversial hypothesis were proposed to examine the dynamic relation-
ship between tourism growth and economic growth. In order to study the mechanism of the relationship
between tourism development and national economic growth, this paper studied the transmission mecha-
nism of tourism to the national economy based on the theory of endogenous economic growth. Firstly, the
impact of tourism on national economic growth was expounded from the aspects of production factor input
and productivity. On this basis, the index system of explanatory variables affecting the quality of economic
development was selected to construct the impact of tourism development on national economic growth ef-
ficiency model. In order to further study the internal mechanism between tourism development and nation-
al economy, a transmission mechanism model, in which tourism indirectly affected the national economic
growth through different economic transmission channels, was constructed. The research results prove
that the level of specialization of tourism industry in the Guangdong province has an inconspicuous effect
on the growth efficiency of the national economy, while the development of the delayed phase of tourism
has a significant positive effect on the growth efficiency of the national economy. Quantitative method was
adopted to analyze the different transmission mechanisms in the indirect impact of tourism on the economic
growth. It is found that the development of tourism drives the increase of human resources and capital in-
vestment, while it has a negative impact on economic growth through this transmission mechanism. The
development of tourism promotes the accumulation of material capital, but the contribution of this trans-
mission mechanism on economic growth is not significant. By improving the level of innovation and the de-
gree of opening up, tourism and national economic growth can be achieved.

Key words: tourism; national economic growth; transmission mechanism; endogenous economic growth

theory; panel data
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