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Abstract: In order to improve the competitiveness of China’s tourism industry and promote its sound devel-
opment, this study introduced a system dynamics approach to analyse the influencing factors and internal
mechanisms behind the economic growth of China’s tourism industry. The tourism economic growth sys-
tem was divided into three subsystems: resources, income and society. The system elements were ana-
lyzed and the dynamics of causal flows were mapped to construct a system dynamics model of China’s
tourism economic growth. The final results demonstrated that policies, which integrate the three subsys-
tems had a stronger impact on China’s tourism economic growth. Further countermeasures are proposed in
response to the findings of the study to promote the development of the tourism industry and boost the
growth of tourism economic income.
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