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Abstract: Livestock raising is related to rural households’ livelihoods and national meat supply. Under-
standing the evolution rules of farmers’ livestock raising behavior under different degrees of labor migra-

tion is helpful to promote the precise transformation of households’ livelihoods and the sustainable devel-
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opment of rural animal husbandry. Previous studies did not distinguish farmers’ livestock raising behavior,
and ignored to discuss the livestock raising behavior of rural households with different degrees of labor mi-
gration. Based on the survey data of 517 rural households in the Wuling Mountain Area, a multivariate
disordered Logit model was used to analyze the impact of labor migration degree on rural households’ live-
stock raising behavior. Conclusions are as follows. D The degree of labor migration in the study area is
high, with 76.02% of households and 53. 61% of labor force migrating. @ The livestock raising behavior
of rural households is obviously differentiated, with 30. 95% of households retaining the raising of self-
consuming and commercial livestock, 32.3% of households only raising self-consuming livestock, and
36.75% of households withdrawing from livestock raising activities. @ The livestock raising behavior of
rural households showed a gradual evolution law with the change of labor migration degree, and the deepe-
ning of labor migration promoted rural households to shift from raising livestock for both self-consuming
and selling to raising livestock only for self-consuming or withdrawing from livestock raising, which is a
choice of livelihood strategy made by households based on the shift of livelihood objective from subsistence
to profit-seeking and brings about the transformation of rural households’ livelihood. @ Whether a house-
hold with a higher degree of labor migration will quit feeding or maintain raising self-consuming livestock
is mainly determined by the surplus labor in the household. The transitional smallholder nature of rural
households has led households with surplus labor to retain the raising of self-consuming livestock for liveli-
hood security. Based on this, policies for livelihood transformation of rural households with different de-
grees of labor migration are proposed.

Key words: labor migration degree; livestock raising behavior; livelihood transformation; Wuling Moun-
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