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Abstract: This study is based on online travel journals as a data source. Using ROST CM6 software, the
text content was analyzed to extract ancient town landscape elements that evoke a strong sense of home-
sickness among tourists. These elements were then categorized and summarized to construct a comprehen-
sive system of homesickness-inducing landscape elements in ancient towns. The study also conducted an a-
nalysis and evaluation of the homesickness perception associated with these elements. The results indicated
that the homesickness-inducing landscape elements in ancient towns could be classified into 12 categories.
Among these categories, tourists exhibited a significantly higher homesickness perception for tangible
landscape elements compared to intangible ones. Furthermore, the study found significant differences in
the importance and expressive scores of certain homesickness-inducing landscape elements, suggesting the
need for targeted optimization and improvement. Based on these findings, the study proposed an optimiza-
tion strategy for ancient town landscapes guided by the concept of “preserving homesickness”. Corre-
sponding optimization recommendations were provided for different categories of homesickness-inducing
landscape elements to enhance tourists’ perception of homesickness and satisfaction, and to promote the
sustainable development of ancient town tourism.
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