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Abstract: Rural revitalization contains five aspects: “industry. ecology. custom, governance and life”, and con-
struction of rural residents’ subjective well-being depends not only on self-perception, but also from com-
parison with others. In this paper, we develop an analytical framework of “comparison of construct do-
mains-comparison of social groups-residents’ subjective well-being”, attempting to reveal the critical paths
and feasible strategies for improving the subjective well-being of rural residents in promoting the China’s
Rural Vitalization Strategy. The empirical study results show that: (O Rural revitalization can significantly
improve the subjective well-being of rural residents. @ In contrast to the non-economic factors (pleasant
living environments, social etiquette and civility, effective governance), economic factors (wealthy life,
industrial prosperity) have a stronger impact on rural residents’ subjective well-being. @ Compared with
the longitudinal comparison of the individual’s experience represented by the senses of absolute gain, the
horizontal comparison of the sense of relative fairness with the social group has a stronger impact on the
subjective well-being of rural residents. Thus, in the period when the absolute poverty has been ad-
dressed, how to continuously improve the sustainable livelihoods of rural residents is still the core to pro-
moting subjective well-being. Considering the objective limitations of absolute gain, creating the sense of
relative fairness is a feasible strategy for improving happiness in the short term.

Key words: subjective well-being of rural residents; rural revitalization; influential factors; the senses of

absolute gain; the sense of relative fairness
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