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Abstract: The Western Development Strategy has entered its third decade, and the strategic blueprint for
promoting the Western Development to form a new pattern in the new era has been drawn. In order to
grasp the current research situation, identify research hotspots, summarize research laws, and seek theo-
retical support, CiteSpace software is used to draw the knowledge map of 2 698 core journal papers on the
theme of “Western Development” collected in CNKI from 2000 to 2021, and then carry out content mining
and analysis. The research findings are as follows: The research hotspots of Western Development are rel-
atively focused, which is mainly reflected in three levels of implementation environment, core elements
and implementation strategies. And the evolution trend is relatively clear, divided into four stages: initial
exploration of strategy implementation, coordination of regional relations, deepening of opening up, and
development leading by new pattern, keeping pace with the times and gradually deepening. Finally, com-
bined with the evolution of research hotspots and practical needs, this paper puts forward future prospects
from five aspects of regional coordination, industrial system, ecological environment, innovation level and
opening up, so as to provide reference for promoting high-quality development of the western region.
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