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Can Internet Use Promote Villagers’ Political Participation
——An Empirical Analysis Based on CGSS 2021 Data

XIAO Qianling, REN Xinyi

College of International Education, Sichuan International Studies University , Chongqing 400031, China

Abstract: Under the background of vigorously promoting digital village construction and grass-roots
democracy in the new era, the impact of internet use on villagers’ political participation needs urgent
attention. Based on the residents’ questionnaire data from Chinese General Social Survey (CGSS) 2021,
this paper conducts an empirical study on the impact of internet use on villagers’ political participation and
its underlying mechanism. The research finds that internet use had a significant positive effect on villagers’

political participation. Furthermore, trust in government had a partially positive mediating effect between
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internet use and villagers’ political participation. The sense of social justice showed a masking effect be-
tween internet use and the villagers’ political participation. Further heterogeneity analysis indicates that
there were significant differences in the impact of internet use on the political participation of different
types of villagers.

Key words: internet use; villagers; political participation; political culture
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