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Abstract: Developing and strengthening the new rural collective economy is essential for safeguarding the
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fundamental interests of the vast number of farmers and promoting common prosperity between urban and
rural areas. This article aims to measure the level of development of the new rural collective economy in
China based on its development goals and main functions, and provides practical guidance for promoting
the development of rural collective economy. Based on the efficiency oriented theory, community service
theory, and government support theory, this paper analyzes the development connotation of the new rural
collective economy, and constructs a 4-dimensional 17 index evaluation model for the development level of
the new rural collective economy. Based on statistical data and vector data from 2021, the development
level of the new rural collective economy in 30 provinces was measured and its spatial pattern was analyzed
to identify development shortcomings. In 2021, the overall development of China’s new rural collective
economy presented a spatial pattern of “high in the east and low in the west, with locally prominent
high-value areas”. The level of organizational management was high in the east and low in the west, with
high-value embellishments and relatively concentrated low value. The level of economic development
showed that both high and low values were relatively concentrated. The level of community service was
high in the east and low in the west. The level of policy support gradually decreased from east to west.
Based on the calculation results of the location entropy method, the development shortcomings are divided
into 10 types. There are significant differences in the types of shortcomings among provinces in the eastern
region, showing an imbalance. The three provinces in Northeast China are all characterized as low
economic development, while the provinces in Central China mainly have two types of shortcomings: low
policy support and low economic development. There are three types of shortcomings in the western
region: low policy support, low community services, and low economic development. Based on the
“zoning strategy” regulatory approach, combined with the regional characteristics of the development of
the new rural collective economy, a differentiated development path is proposed to promote high-quality
development of the new rural collective economy.
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