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Abstract: The convergence effect of the sports industry on the consumption gap between urban and rural
residents is unnegligible. This study uses the relevant data of 31 provinces in China (excluding Hong
Kong, Macao and Taiwan) for the period of 2014—2022 as the research sample, and constructs the media-
tion and threshold effect models to explore the impact of the sports industry on the consumption gap
between urban and rural residents. The findings indicate that the sports industry significantly narrowed
this consumption gap, the conclusion was still held after tested using robustness and endogeneity tests
such as substituting variables and replacing the sample period. Specifically, the sports industry indirectly
reduced the consumption gap through enhancing per capita disposable income and promoting urbanization
levels. Moreover, The effect of the sports industry on narrowing the consumption gap between urban and
rural residents is better in the east than in the center, and better in the center than in the west, and high-
quartile point areas outperformed low-quartile point areas. Additionally, the influence of the sports indus-
try on the consumption gap exhibited a double-threshold effect with respect to urbanization and a single-
threshold effect regarding per capita disposable income. Based on these results, in future, rural areas
should optimize rural sports policy to stimulate sports consumption vitality, increase income-generating
opportunities to expand the rural sports consumer base, and develop sports in accordance with local condi-
tions to revitalize sports industry resources in both urban and rural areas.
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225y GMM J7ik . % SCHRI50 Ik, UK & 8 RS 22 05— B i 5 W0 (L. TheiD AR T HAS &, LU
B AS 3 — SO S T R RS SR ATk b AT A0 B, 25 SR B Y (200 im0 % J RO 2 22 B
— BRI (L. Theil) B EIH R ECH 0. 091, 78 p=0. 01 KA G it X, AR(2) Fl Sargan ¥ 46 45 5/
BilJ& 0.076 0. 097, FHABIRY (200 5 1 28 B ARG 50 Az 22 <4 sh 30006 [ M OC 7 I R R . (R B R S
YR 2 R R P 22 B 2 A R O G OC R, AL E RN S5 R — 30, B AR BUE A 228N, UL ORAEAE N A
v 85011 5 1 225 SR o e B2
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(0.033) (0.012) (0.016) (0. 046) (0.044) (0. 052) (0.052) (0. 004)
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A 1 BN & & P & P & P &
A RN & & & & & & & b
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