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Abstract; Henan Province, with its rich historical, cultural and natural resources, rural tourism develop-
ment plays a crucial role in promoting local economy, cultural heritage preservation, and ecological conser-
vation. This study focuses on the spatial distribution characteristics and influencing factors of national
rural tourism key villages in Henan Province, aiming to provide decision-making support for local govern-
ments and relevant departments to promote the sustainable development of rural tourism. Through calcu-
lating geographical concentration index, imbalance index, and kernel density values, a quantitative analy-
sis of the spatial distribution of national rural tourism key villages in Henan Province was conducted. At
the same time, overlay analysis was conducted with combined road networks, elevation data, GDP, and
population statistics to explore the impact of these factors on the distribution of rural tourism key villages.
The analysis reveals that the distribution of national rural tourism key villages in Henan Province shows a
pattern of “one belt, three zones, and multiple scattered points”. The coverage rate of key villages within
a 1 km radius of main roads reaches 46 %, while it goes up to 86. 6% within a 7 km radius. Key villages
located below 500 meters of altitude account for 75. 5% of the total. Economic and population factors have
limited influence on the distribution of key villages, highlighting the importance of the uniqueness of
tourism resources and cultural value in rural tourism development. Therefore, local governments should
comprehensively consider natural and human factors, implement differentiated development strategies,
optimize spatial layout, integrate resources to enhance quality, improve infrastructure construction,
encourage community participation, strengthen market research and promotion, in order to achieve the
coordinated development and sustainability of rural tourism in Henan Province.
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