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Assessment of Sustainable Development of

Leisure Agriculture and Rural Tourism in Henan Province
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Abstract: Henan Province, known for its rich historical and cultural heritages in China, possesses abun-
dant agricultural and rural tourism resources. With the rapid development of the tourism industry, ensu-
ring the sustainable development of leisure agriculture and rural tourism has become an urgent issue. This

study selected 14 counties from 8 representative cities in Henan Province as sample areas, investigating and
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analyzing the current industry status, challenges, and opportunities from four aspects: resource efficiency
and economic dynamics, community participation and tourist satisfaction, improvement in the level of in-
formatization, and measures for environmental protection and ecological balance maintenance. Results
show that per capita energy consumption in the surveyed leisure agriculture and rural tourism areas is
slightly higher than the national average. The industry average return on investment is 19. 15% , with out-
standing returns in Zhengzhou and Luoyang. New employment opportunities are significantly increased.
Tourists rate low scores on parking and transportation, while service and natural ecology receive high rat-
ings, and activity and value for money scores are relatively low, with an overall satisfaction rate of 84 %.
In terms of informatization, digital marketing accounts for 38.51% of activities, with an e-commerce
transaction volume of 77 500 yuan per household. Environmental protection investments account for
5.12% of total investments, with renewable energy contributing 30. 32%. The study indicates that Henan
Province demonstrates a certain potential for sustainable development in leisure agriculture and rural
tourism in terms of resource utilization., economic benefits, informatization level, and environmental pro-
tection. However, challenges such as insufficient activity innovation, lagging information management,
and limited environmental protection investments exist. It is suggested that local governments and indus-
try practitioners should increase environmental protection investments, deepen digitalization transforma-
tion, optimize service and activity design to enhance visitors’ experiences and value perception, also
strengthen community participation and market expansion to build a greener, smarter, and more harmoni-
ous leisure agriculture and rural tourism system.

Key words: leisure agriculture; rural tourism; sustainable development; assessment; Henan
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