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Abstract: Sustainable rural development and the promotion of livable, workable, and beautiful rural
construction are important topics in current rural studies. This paper introduceda multi-level actor network
analysis perspective and took Xiazhuang Village in Zhuxian Township Wushan County, Chongqing, as a
case study. It analyzed the composition and translation process of multi-level actor network involved in the
construction of a typical harmonious and beautiful village, and further explored the collaborative mecha-
nism involved. The findings revealed that the construction of a harmonious and beautiful village in
Xiazhuang Village was a collaborative process driven by continuous national policy support, involving the
participation of local governments, village-level organizations, industrial entities, farmers, and non-human
actors such as land, public space, and infrastructure. Through ongoing translation processes, the multi-
level actor network was continuously reconfigured. The village’s development had generally gone through
three stages: the initial stage of livable villages, the stage of workable development and coordinated devel-
opment of residence and industry, and the stage of harmonious and beautiful rural construction through
comprehensive and collaborative advancement. The collaborative mechanism was manifested through the
interplay of multi-level linkage operation, translation of key actors in the “human-land-industry” frame-
work, and the accumulation of actor network capabilities. This paper expands the application of multi-lev-
el actor network theory in rural construction research and provides empirical evidence for understanding
the practical path of multi-actor collaboration in building harmonious and beautiful villages.
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