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Abstract: In response to the majornational strategic imperative of comprehensively advancing Chinese
modernization, the steady promotion of Chinese rural modernization has been regarded as an inevitable
choice and a major task for realizing comprehensive rural revitalization and consolidating the foundations of
national modernization. For a long period, the traditional rural construction model, characterized by engi-
neering-oriented inputs, has struggled to address persistent challenges such as idle rural resources, insuffi-
cient endogenous industrial capacity, limited governance efficiency, and weak sustainability. Consequent-
ly, rural development urgently requires a shift in development thinking, from merely “building well”
toward “using well, managing well, and operating well”. Drawing upon the institutionalized operational
experience of the “Thousand Villages Demonstration and Ten Thousand Villages Renovation Project” (the
Ten Million Project), the pathway to rural modernization driven by rural operation and spatial restructu-
ring was explored. The conceptual origins and practical evolution of rural operation were systematically
reviewed, and the theoretical foundations of rural spatial restructuring were analyzed. Based on this, a
cognitive framework of rural modernization was constructed, in which rural operation served as the driving
force and spatial restructuring functioned as the structural carrier. The connotations of Chinese rural mod-
ernization were further examined, and a multi-actor, multi-scalar, and systematic pathway framework was
developed across six dimensions: industry, living conditions, culture, ecology, governance, and spatial
organization. The key to Chinese rural modernization lies in the reconfiguration of production relations and
the reorganization of spatial-functional structures. Through market mechanisms, the value of rural
resources is enhanced and transformed, whereby fostering a farmer-centered community of shared interests
and collaborative governance. Within a dynamic spatial order, enduring rural foundations were preserved,
and a transition from externally driven intervention to internally generated growth was facilitated. In this
way, the endogenous vitality of high-quality rural development was released, providing substantive theo-
retical support and practical guidance for Chinese rural modernization.
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