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Abstract: Based on the perspective of social psychology, using the micro-survey data of Linyou County,
Baoji City, and applying the Probit model, the mediating effect model and the moderating effect model,
this paper explored the existence, mechanism and heterogeneity characteristics of the neighborhood effect
in the decision-making of farmers’ behavior of protecting cultivated land quality, providing references for
improving cultivated land quality and strengthening cultivated land protection. The results showed that
there was a neighborhood effect in the cultivated land quality protection behavior of farmers, and the culti-
vated land quality protection behavior of neighbors significantly promoted the behavior of farmers them-
selves. The influence of the neighborhood effect on the decision-making of different types of cultivated land
quality protection behaviors was significantly different. Compared with the labor-biased cultivated land
quality protection behavior, the neighborhood effect had a greater impact on the capital-biased cultivated
land quality protection behavior. The neighborhood effect prompted farmers to adopt behaviors to protect
the quality of cultivated land through paths such as strengthening their perception of the ecological value of
cultivated land and increasing their psychological burden. Moreover, the greater the intensity of govern-
ment regulation, the more prominent the influence of psychological burden. The influence of the neighbor-
hood effect on farmers’ decisions regarding the protection of cultivated land quality exhibited differences in
group characteristics and cultivated land resource endowments. The neighborhood effect was more obvious
in low-income, low-education groups and in smaller-scale, less fragmented, and less fertile land. Accord-
ingly, it is recommended that initiatives including establishing typical demonstration households for culti-
vated land quality protection, increasing comprehensive cultivated land subsidies, strengthening publicity
and education on the ecological value of cultivated land, increasing public pressure and strengthening
government regulation be adopted to fully mobilize farmers’ enthusiasm and initiative to participate in the
protection and development of cultivated land quality.
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