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Abstract: With the deepening implementation of the rural revitalization strategy, rural tourism has become

a crucial driver for transforming the rural economy. Based on provincial panel data from 2011 to 2022, this
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study constructed an evaluation index system for the synergy between rural tourism and economic develop-
ment. Using methods such as fixed-effects regression and spatial Durbin models, it systematically analyzed
the levels of coordinated development and their pathways across different regions. The study further
employed grey relational analysis and geographic detectors to identify core driving factors influencing
regional disparities. The results indicated that rural tourism significantly promoted economic growth, with
a positive correlation coefficient of 0. 32. Spatially, the coupling coordination degree was higher in eastern
regions, reaching 0.78. Infrastructure development, ecological and cultural resource endowments, and
community participation were key factors influencing the synergistic relationship, with grey correlation
coefficients all exceeding 0.70. Meanwhile, fiscal input intensity, tourism resource agglomeration and
rural employed persons were the critical forces driving regional disparities, with spatial disparity-driven
factor interaction values of 0. 76, 0. 89 and 0. 78, respectively.
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model; geographic detector
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