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Study on the empowerment of social capital in enhancing risk

resilience among poverty-alleviated households in western China
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Abstract; Based on survey data of 1 350 poverty-alleviated households in formerly contiguous impoverished
areas in western China, including the Wuling Mountain Area, Wumeng Mountain Area, Qinba Mountain
Area, Liupan Mountain Area, Western Yunnan Border Mountain Area, and Zang Region of Sichuan, this
paper comprehensively measured their social capital using the entropy method and principal component
analysis, and conducted an in-depth investigation into the relationship between social capital and poverty-
returning risk. The findings revealed that social capital significantly reduced poverty-returning risk.
Income played an incomplete mediating role, whereby social capital indirectly mitigated poverty-returning

risk by promoting income growth. The poverty-returning risk suppression effect of social capital exhibited
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a distinct pro-poor characteristic. The enhancement of social capital exerted a stronger inhibitory effect on pover-
ty-returning risk among poverty-alleviated households with low income and low social capital endowments.

Key words: western China; poverty-alleviated households; social capital; poverty-returning risk
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