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Abstract: As the core agent of the bidirectional flow of urban-rural elements, rural labor return profoundly
affects the restructuring of rural human capital and industrial upgrading, and is directly related to the
process of urban-rural integration and the rural revitalization strategy. This study focused on the suburban
counties of Chengdu as the research area. Based on survey data of rural labor return and binary Logistic
regression molel, it systematically analyzed the employment characteristics, occupational transition path-
ways, dominant factors of labor return, and influencing factors of non-agricultural employment in the
context of rural revitalization from the dimensions of individual characteristics, family characteristics,
employment characteristics, and regional environment by using the binary logistic regression models. The
results showed that: D Returning rural laborers in suburban counties of Chengdu were predominantly
young and middle-aged males with junior or senior high school education, and towns and county-level areas
served as the main receiving areas for these laborers’ return. @ Occupational transitions exhibited continu-
ity, with characteristics of an agricultural safety net, service industry dominance, and a dual-path differen-
tiation driven by skills and capital. @ Family caregiving needs and rural revitalization policies jointly
shaped return migration decisions. Household income, homeownership status, and transportation infra-
structure significantly promoted non-agricultural employment, while farmland resources inhibited labor
mobility through path dependence. To resolve structural contradictions in urban-rural element flows and
optimize rural human capital allocation, all sectors of society should prioritize optimizing county-level
industrial layouts, improving skill training systems, deepening land circulation reforms, and strengthening
transportation infrastructure. These measures will jointly promote urban-rural integration and enhance the
resilience of rural economies.
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