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Threshold Effects of Urbanization on Carbon Emission:
An Empirical Study Based on Provincial Data

CHEN Yan-ling
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Abstract: Based on the panel data from 29 provinces in China during 1996 —2012, in the analysis frame of
Environmental Kuznets Curve, using non-dynamic panel threshold estimation, this article has empirically
examined the threshold effects of urbanization on China's carbon emissions. Studies show that there are re-
ally the threshold effects of urbanization on carbon emission in China: when per capital income or the ur-
banization stage is low, urbanization will lead to increase in carbon emission significantly, and vice versa.
The conclusion of this paper is important for China's policy formulation in urbanization development, in-
dustrial structure adjustment, energy saving and environmental protects.
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