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Symmetry in Cold-to-Hot and Hot-to-Cold Empathy Gaps

SONG Yanan, FENG Ting-yong

Key Laboratory of Cognition and Personality of Ministry of Education/ Faculty of psychology . Southwest University ., Chongqging 400715, China

Abstract; There are two fundamental forms of empathy gaps: hot-to-cold empathy gap and cold-to-hot em-
pathy gap. The former means that people in the “hot” state will overstate his feeling and behavior tendency
when in the “cold” state; the later means that people in the “cold” state will understate his feeling and be-
havior tendency when in the “hot” state. This research aims at testing the symmetry of empathy gaps of
value and perception through a classical paradigm. The results show that 1) the value difference was posi-
tive in the hot-to-cold empathy gap because subjects over estimated the value of eating when satiated when
making decisions in a hungry state. The opposite was in the cold-to-hot case. Furthermore, there was no
significant difference between two kinds of empathy gaps. 2) We found the mean rating of perceptual fea-
tures was partial symmetry :there were no significant differences between two cases on the cognitive prop-
erties; however, the mean taste rating in hot-to-cold case is significantly higher than cold-to-hot case on
the emotional attributes. Finally, it indicates that the stability of cognitive properties and flexibility of e-
motional attributes, which will contribute to reducing projection bias in the decision-making process.

Key words: empathy gaps; symmetry; valuation; perception; projection bias
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