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On Influence of Type of Discussion on Eyewitness Memory

YAO Hai-juan, LIU Xin-yi, CHEN Mei-ling, HUANG Ru-yu

Department of Psychology , School of Law , Tianjin University of Commerce, Tianjin 300134 , China

Abstract: 54 undergraduate students have participated in the current study, and they were randomly alloca-
ted to one of three conditions: co-witness discussion, problem discussion and control. After they watched
the criminal film, the first two with five discussions each during three weeks. Then all participants recalled
the event freely, and judged their confidence. By means of some indicators such as proportion correct, con-
fidence, et al, the study investigated the effect of the type of discussion on eyewitness memory and confi-
dence accuracy. The results show that eyewitness proportion correct and confidence of action information
are significantly higher than detail information, and the score of calibration and over/under confidence are
significantly lower than detail information; compared with problem discussion and control condition, co-
witness discussion group recalls more items and more correct items. The result indicates that eyewitness
memory and confidence accuracy of action information are better than detail information, and they show o-
verconfident in detail information; co-witness discussion doesn’t improve the effect of eyewitness free re-
call, but only increases the amount of memory.

Key words: eyewitness; co-witness discussion; memory; confidence accuracy; action information
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