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Development and Psychometric Validity of the Law
Consciousness for Chinese of College Students

CHEN Cheng', ZHANG Xin-ming”
1. Southwest University Faculty of Psychology , Chongqing 400715 , China ;
2. Law School of Southwest University , Chongqing 400715 , China

Abstract: LLaw consciousness is the basic quality of citizens in a society, whereas higher education is an im-
portant part of building a rule-by-law education system. Psychometric assessment of the law consciousness
of college students is of great significance to construct the rule-by-law country. Now it is a major problem
how to carry out the law education for college students, and how to cultivate and improve the legal quality
of college students. Here we think that it is necessary to develop a psychometric measurement of law con-
sciousness to assess level of law consciousness of college students, as well as evaluate the quality of law ed-
ucation for college education. Based on the recent definition of law consciousness and theoretical modelof
law consciousness, in current research a preliminary questionnaire of law consciousness for college students
was developed through open interviews with law experts and college students.

The questionnaire was firstly administered to 953 college students and postgraduate students through
paper-measurement and online-measurement in Southwest University, and then secondly administered to
812 college students and postgraduate students including non-law major students and law major students
bypaper-measurement in Southwest University.

The first edition of the scale was tested on 953 college students and postgraduate students through pa-
per-measurement and online-measurement and an exploratory factor analysis wasperformed. According to
the item loadings on different factors, finally 35 items were selected and four factors wereidentified. These
factors can be named as law cognition, law will, evaluation of law and law belief. The CR of the rest items
ranged from 0. 75~1. 20 (p<C0. 05). The follow up test shows these factors have acceptable reliability,
their correspondingrelationship coefficients are ranged from 0. 77~0. 88 (p<C0. 05).

For validating the new edition of the scale, another 812 college students and postgraduate students in-
cluding non-law major students and law major students were tested by paper-measurement. Confirmatory-
factor analysis was performed to test the postulated four factors model. By using covariance structure mod-
el withmaximum likelihood method, the results show a rather good fit between the data and the theoretical
model:y2 /df is1. 85, the goodness-of-fit (GFID) is 0. 82, the Root Mean Square Error of Approximation
(RMSEA) is 0. 08, and the Tucker-Lewis Index(TLI ) is 0. 81, and Standard root mean-square residual
(SRMR) is 0. 09. All these results confirmed the present questionnaire reaches the standardrequirements
of psychological measurement.

All in all, the questionnaire of law consciousness prepared for college students developed by this study
has a good reliability and validity, and that it can be used in the context ofthe law education for college
students.

Key words: law consciousness; factor analysis; validity; college students
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