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Visualization Analysis of Ancient Towns Research in
China Based on Knowledge Maps Method

TANG Di-yang, ZHANG Jian-guo

School of Landscape Architecture and Architecture, School of Tourism and Health, Zhejiang A & F University, Lin'an Zhejiang 311300, China

Abstract: By mean of the core journals of China Knowledge Network from 1992 to 2017, of the 682 related
papers on the Chinese ancient towns in CSSCI as the data source, and of Citespace software, studies have
been conducted in this paper to visualize the analysis of ancient township research, to draw out the authors
of ancient town research, and to research institutions and keywords of knowledge maps. The results show
that the core team of the authors of the papers is not obvious, showing the characteristics of “holistic de-
centralization and partial concentration”. There is a lack of academic exchanges among the core authors;
Tongji University is at the core position and has a cooperative relationship with many institutions, while
other institutions have a large difference in scientific research ability; the theme of the ancient town area is
divided into three stages: ancient town resource research, ancient town protection and development, and
ancient town culture inheritance. However, in recent years there has been a lack of theoretical innovation;
the study of ancient towns has generally developed in four directions. The content and methods of research
have become more diversified and multidisciplinary. Based on this, this article prospects the research trend
of the ancient town from three aspects of theory, perspective and method, and provides reference and ref-
erence for future research.

Key words: ancient towns research; knowledge map; visualization analysis
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