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Effect of Relational Identity on
High School Students’ Cognitive Performance

ZHANG Ran, BI Chong-zeng

Research Center for Psychology and Social Development , Southwest University , Chongqing 400715, China

Abstract: Relationship is an important field of self-identity construction, at the same time identity is one of
the main source of studying motivation for student. Students are not only convey their identity through the
role behaviors, but also adjust their behaviors according to the involved relationship. Two experiments
were conducted to speculate that the relational identity is a key resource for high school students’ motiva-
tion behavior and examines the hypothesis in student-parent and teacher relations. Study 1 showed that
students who were primed by the information that described teachers’ unfair distribution educational re-
sources made more sentences than students cued by fairly allocated their support information. Study 2
showed that students who perceived parents acknowledge education performance better in the reasoning
test than students who coped the sentence which described parents devalue education. Both results indicate
that students perform in different ways with the same identity under different situations. High school
students’ relational construction content can influence their motivation and cognitive behavior with same i-
dentity, leading to cognitive performance differences, which highlight the dynamic of the established iden-
tity.

Key words: implicit academic support; cognitive behavior; identity based motivation
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