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Evaluation of Urbanization Quality and Analysis

of Its Evolution Characteristics at County Level in Guizhou Province

HU Mei, FENG Ying-bin, FENG De-dong

School of Public Administration, Guizhou University of Finance and Economics ., Guiyang 550025, China

Abstract: Scientific understanding of the quality of urbanization development and its spatial differentiation
characteristics at county level can provide a scientific basis for promoting the high-quality development of
county urbanization. Based on the panel data of 83 counties in Guizhou Province from 2008 to 2018, a sin-
gle urbanization quality evaluation index system at county level has been constructed in this paper from the
three dimensions of economic development, social development and urban-rural integration. Then, by
means of comprehensive evaluation, coupling coordination degree model, spatial autocorrelation and cold
and hot point analysis, the urbanization quality level and spatial differentiation characteristics of county u-
nits in Guizhou Province have been analyzed in this paper. The results show that: OFrom 2008 to 2018,
the urbanization quality of each county unit in Guizhou Province continued to rise, among which the num-
ber of middle grade urbanization increased, the number of lower grade continued to decline, but the pro-
portion of higher grade was still low. @ The internal coupling coordination level of urbanization quality in
Guizhou province is low and the regional difference is significant. The steady ascending type is mainly dis-
tributed in Guiyang, Liupanshui, Zunyi and Renhuai. The slow ascending type is mainly distributed a-
round Guiyang and along the Shanghai-Kunming high-speed railway. The low-level maintaining type is
mainly distributed in the northeast, southeast and southwest of Guizhou. @ The urbanization quality of
counties in Guizhou Province has obvious spatial agglomeration characteristics. The high urbanization qual-
ity and high agglomeration areas are mainly distributed along the Guiyang Zunyi line; the urbanization
quality hot spots are kept in Guiyang, Zunyi and their surrounding areas; the sub hot areas are adjacent to
the hot spots, and the main concentrated areas are distributed in the central Guizhou; while the cold spots
are mainly distributed in the northeast and Southeast. The findings from this study include: Guizhou Prov-
ince should focus on consolidating the achievements of poverty alleviation, make up for the shortcomings of
social development, continue to improve the quality of county urbanization and strive to reduce regional
differences; and tamp the leading role of central Guizhou to the high quality development of urbanization in
Guizhou Province and optimize the spatial pattern of urbanization quality in county area.

Key words: urbanization quality; coupling coordination degree; spatial autocorrelation; Guizhou province
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