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Analysis of the Spatial Features and Living Protection
of Ancestral Temples in Bayu Ancient Towns Based
on the Concept of Cultural Landscape

GUO Xin, CHEN Su, LIU Lei

School of Horticulture and Landscape Architecture , Southwest University , Chongqing 400715 , China

Abstract: The ancestral temple space is a common cultural relic in Bayu ancient towns. It is the material
carrier of religious belief and consciousness worship, and an important witness of the social changes of the
ancient towns. As a spiritual landmark in any Bayu ancient town, the temple space occupies the key posi-
tion and is the core of its evolution. With the excessive commercial development and destructive construc-
tion of Bayu ancient towns, their temple space has gradually become a tourist gimmick and has been aliena-
ted, and the traditional culture contained in them has gradually disappeared. Therefore, from the perspec-
tive of cultural landscape, this article selects the ancient town of Songji with diverse and well-preserved
temple spaces as the research object. First, information on the current situation of the temple space in
Songji ancient town is collected through field investigation and surveying. and on-site surveys are conduc-
ted of its generation environment. Then, through the excavation and extraction of the historical data of the
ancient town, we can fully understand the time and space background and contextual value of the temple
space in it, and make a basic prediction of its evolution. Finally, combining the spatial information inter-
preted by the historical maps and using the space syntax, we make a quantitative analysis of the morpho-
logical features of the space system of the temples. On the basis of the above results, this paper summari-
zes the cultural landscape features of the temple space of Bayu ancient town from the three levels (time,
space and culture), i. e. historical stratification in time,multi-dimensional in space and cluster publicity in
culture. Based on the protection and development needs of Bayu ancient towns in the future, this paper
puts forward the thinking on the living protection of ancestral temple space in Bayu ancient towns from
three aspects: sustainable inheritance of historical stratification, rational use of multidimensional and
three-dimensional nature, and activation and regeneration of cluster publicity, so as to guide a cultural in-
ternal factor-oriented development of Bayu ancient towns and provide a new way of thinking for their cul-
tural inheritance and living protection.

Key words: cultural landscape; Bayu ancient town; ancestral temple space; feature
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