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A Study on Development of 3-6 Years Old Children’s Inter-Animal
Empathy and Its Relationship with Inter-Human Empathy
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Abstract: To explore the development of inter-animal empathy and the relationship between inter-animal
empathy and inter-personal empathy of children aged 3-6 years old, 379 children aged 3-6 years were tested
by using a modified inter-animal empathy tool, empathy continuum tool, and the human-animal similarity
tool. The results show that the overall development of inter-animal empathy of children aged 3-6 years ten-
ded to increase with age. Besides, the developmental rate of inter-animal empathy in children aged 3-6
years could be divided into three stages, in which the turning point was 3.5 years old in the development of
inter-animal empathy in children, for it scored higher on the happy dimension than other dimensions. Fur-
thermore, urban children’s inter-animal empathy level was significantly higher than that of rural children
on the happy and sad dimensions and inter-animal empathy overall. Children aged 3-6 years’ inter-animal
empathy and inter-personal empathy were significantly correlated, and human-animal similarity played a
partially mediating role in inter-animal empathy and inter-personal empathy.
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