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ZHOU Yao', ZHAO Yufang'*, CHEN Qing*, FAN Peijun’

1. Center for Studies of Education and Psychology of Ethnic Minorities in Southwest China , Southwest University , Chongqging 40075, China ;
2. Faculty of Psychology ., Southwest University , Chongging 40075, China

Abstract: In order to explore the explanatory bias of gender stereotypes, the present study has been done
to measure the math-gender stereotypic explanatory bias (SEB) of 260 college students. The results show
that, 1) According to the number of explanations, the number of explanations for inconsistent behaviors
with the math-gender stereotype is significantly larger than that for consistent behaviors, which indicates
that college students’ stereotyped explanations for women’s mathematical abilities are biased; 2) Accord-
ing to the nature of explanations, compared with “women are good at mathematics”, college students tend
to attribute “men are good at mathematics” more to internal stability factors (ability factors) and less to
external situational factors or internal instability factors (non-ability factors); The attribution tendency of
“men are not good at math” is the opposite. The possible causes of stereotypic explanatory bias include in-
tergenerational transmission of stereotype, motivation of system justification and expectation of gender
roles.
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