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Abstract; Data is the most basic part of scientific research, thus identifying the data sources and data fea-
tures of geography is of vital importance for both theoretical study and practical application. Having select-
ed academic papers written in the 21st century from five geography core journals as examples, this study

has adopted the combination of content analysis, bibliometric, CiteSpace and encoding to identify and cate-
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gorize the data in these papers, and then explored the acquiring approaches and application features in ge-
ography of these data. The result showed that the most frequently used data are panel data, remote—sens-
ing images, survey data, TM data, spatial data, Landsat data, NDVI data, census data and MODIS data.
The main topics of literature aggregation using high-frequency data were land use, temporal and spatial
differentiation, Qinghai Tibet Plateau, Yangtze River economic belt, tourism and transportation, location
positioning, temperature and precipitation, etc. Additionally, the main acquiring approaches were database
such as Web of Science, official websites of government departments, Baidu, Tencent and other enterpri-
ses, field investigation and satellite remote sensing. Meanwhile, the data acquiring approach and carrier
format were diverse and modern, data were closely related to human society activities and all data have ob-
vious contemporary characteristics, and human geography data types were more abundant.

Key words: geography; data identification; data classification; data acquisition; literature analysis
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