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The Influence of Anchor Meanings on the
Anchoring Effect Under Judicial Decision-Making

YAO Haijuan, HAO Yifan, LIU Xinze

Department of Psychology . School of Law , Tianjin University of Commerce , Tianjin 300134 , China

Abstract: The semantic priming paradigm was adopted to explore the influence of anchoring meaning on
the anchoring effect under judicial decision-making on the amount of mental damage compensation. The
subjects were asked to act as mock judges to make a judgment on the amount of mental damage compensa-
tion in a case. A two-factor between-subjects design of 2 (anchor size: low anchor, high anchor) X 2 (an-
chor meaning: meaningful anchor, meaningless anchor) was adopted. The results showed that: @ The a-
mount of compensation for mental damage under the condition of high anchor was significantly higher than
that under the condition of low anchor; @ The difference value of anchor estimation under meaningful con-
ditions was significantly lower than that under meaningless conditions; @ The meaningful high anchor was
significantly lower than the meaningless high anchor, but the meaningful low anchor was not significantly
different from the meaningless low anchor. The results revealed that the anchoring effect appears in the de-
cision of the amount of comfort for mental damage, and the meaning of anchor plays a role in enhancing
the anchoring effect, that is, meaningful conditions make the amount of decision under high anchor and
low anchor closer to the anchor point.
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