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The Theoretical Foundation of Teachers’ Informal Learning

YANG Xiao-ping
(School of Education Science s Zunyi Normal College s Zunyi 563002, China)

Abstract: Teachers’ informal learning with high quality and efficiency need the guidance and support of
some relevant theories. The socio-cultural theory, the self-directed learning theory and the transform-
ative learning theory provide the core ideas from different perspectives to the exploration of the theo-
retical foundation of the teachers’ informal learning. Specifically, the socio-cultural theory creates the
supporting system of culture and ecosystem for teachers’ informal learning. The self-directed learning
theory contributes to the ego integrity of teachers’ goals. The transformative learning theory reveals
the mechanism of teachers’ intrinsic transformative learning, and the knowledge management theory
contributes to promote the knowledge self-organization system.

Key words: teachers’ informal learning; theoretical foundation; cultural ecology; self-actualization;
transformative learning; self-organization
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