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The Idea and Strategy of Intellectual-approach to Teachers’ Professional Development

JIN Yu-le, WANG Lei

(Faculty of Education, Southwest University , Chongqing 400715, China)

Abstract ;: The intellectual approach to teachers’ professional development emphasizes the importance of
“professional knowledge and skill” for teaching, and advocates that teachers’ professional develop-
ment is just the acquisition of professional knowledge and skill. Its basic idea is deeply affected by the
Scientific Positivism, Behavioral psychology, and early Cognitive Psychology, which is obviously em-
bodied in its viewpoints on teachers, teaching process, teacher knowledge, teaching expertise and the
process of teacher development. The main strategies of intellectual-approach to professional develop-
ment of teachers include the following aspects: setting the content and direction of teachers’ develop-
ment according to the professional standards; putting the teacher education institutions in dominant
position and highlighting the influence of teacher educators; emphasizing the scholarly leading of edu-
cational experts and drawing on the achievements of academic research on education; paying close at-
tention to teaching behavior and teaching cognition of teachers and stressing individual deliberate training.
Key words: teachers’ professional development; intellectual approach; professionalization; teacher
knowledge; teaching expertise; teaching methodology; teacher’s belief; model
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