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An Intercultural Perspective to the Teacher Evaluation System

XU Liang-feng
(School of Foreign Languages, Zhejiang University of Science and Technology» Hangzhou 310023, China)

Abstract: The cultural element plays a crucial role in the effectiveness of teacher evaluation system.
Based on Geert Hofstede’s Cultural Dimensions, and the theory of five dimensions in traditional Chi-
nese culture, namely collectivism, high-power-distance, low-uncertainty-avoidance, femininity, long-
term-oriented-culture, it explores the drawbacks of the current system and its cultural reasons. Finally
from the intercultural perspective, it proposes some strategic advice in terms of evaluation subject,
criteria, content, method and goal on how to merge and go beyond Chinese traditional culture so as to
improve the current system of college teacher evaluation.

Key words: higher education institutions; performance appraisal; Chinese traditional culture; Western
culture; cultural dimensions
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