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Formation of the Project Approach Model in Kindergartens and Its Systematic Development

XIE Mengxue

(Faculty of Education s Southwest University » Chongging 400715, China)

Abstract: The project teaching approach in kindergartens is a model of curriculum whose teaching
themes and activities are designed according to the interests and developmental needs of children and
the autonomous explorative and researching activities are organized based on such a theme. The pro-
ject approach, which originated from the U. S. and Europe in the late 19th century and the beginning
of 20th century and expanded all over the world, has been exerting great influence on the world— wide
early childhood education. Based on the “active occupation” proposed by John Dewey and the practical
exploration of experimental kindergartens in Chicago. the project approach developed gradually and
has been applied and prevailed in the Prime National Experimental Station of the former Soviet Union,
the Summerhill School in the U.K., Organic School in the U.S. and other educational institutions in
Europe and America. The focus on the designing processes and generative contents and the emphasis
on the researching ideas of instructions and constructive ideas of knowledge by the instructors from
Reggio, Italy, not only have gained successful experience in the application of the project approach,
but also have promoted its maturation and systematization. In recent years the introduction and appli-
cation of the project approach in kindergartens are promoting the creation of curriculum models and
the novel configuration of diverse development of it.

Key words: early childhood education; project approach; curriculum for kindergarten; generativity;
systematization
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