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Approaching Malaysian Chinese Culture Through Chinese Language Education
in The Chinese Primary School See Hoon Peow

XU Yunbiao
(SEGi College Kuala Lum pur s Kuala Lum pur 43000, Malaysia)

Abstract: There about 7 million Chinese in Malaysia. Malaysia is the country where the Chinese culture
is most widely practiced outside of China (including Hong Kong, Taiwan and Macau). The Malaysian
Chinese elites’ achievement in education and in preserving culture is considered to be on par with the
Chinese nationals. The Malaysian Chinese take pride that they have developed a complete Chinese edu-
cation system from the primary to the tertiary levels. However, how much Chinese culture has been
preserved in the Malaysian Chinese folks’ dairy lives? This is a general and difficult question, but we
can have a rough idea through an examination of the content of the Chinese language education in the
Chinese Primary Schools since more than 90% of the Malaysian Chinese receive a Chinese primary ed-
ucation. The Chinese language education in the Chinese Primary Schools plays a significant role in pre-
serving the traditional Chinese culture in Malaysia and shaping the Malaysian Chinese culture.

Key words: Malaysia; overseas Chinese; culture; Chinese primary school; Chinese education; tradition
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