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A Paradigm in the Study of Ethnic Education: Mixed Methods Research

JING Dongge
(Faculty of Education, Shandong Normal University, Ji'nan 250014, China)

Abstract: The current paradigm in the study of ethnic education is mainly qualitative research, with no
quantitative research to offer empirical evidence. The reasons are diversified. The choice of paradigm
in ethnic educational research is discipline-oriented rather than problem-oriented. Researchers pay too
much attention to the national culture, and neglect its educational nature. As “The Third Methodolo-
gy Movement”, the mixed-method research may avoid defects of qualitative research or quantitative
research and integrate their advantages to improve our consciousness of “problem orientation” and to
promote the construction and development of discipline.

Key words: study of ethnic education; mixed-method research; national culture; research paradigm ;in-
terdisciplinary research
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